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significant contribution to foreign policy. India's interna-
tional importance is due to widespread recognition that such
a pattern is an urgent need of the modern world.

Developments in the field of politics and economics
are important. The resurgence of Indian arts and crafts
has also led to intensive activity in many fields. Old cul-
tural contacts are being revived and new ones formed.
The most significant expression of resurgent India is how-
ever to be found in her attempt to reconstruct her rural
life. For centuries nothing changed in the villages. Im-
mediately before the attainment of independence, conditions
in villages were at times indistinguishable from conditions
three thousand years ago. Today there is a colossal effort
to transform the entire countryside. Roads are being
built where none existed before. Schools have been
opened in remote areas for the first time in recorded
history. Irrigation is bringing water and new life to
millions of acres of parched land. Health and sanitary
services are for the first time being planned on a
national scale* Every effort is being made to make up
for the neglect from which villages have suffered for
centuries.

New modes of cultivation, new forms of irrigation, new
facilities for communication and transport, new and better
schools and hospitals are literally transforming the country-
side before our very eyes.

Significant as these developments are, what gives them
still greater value is the spirit in which the people are
responding to the challenge of new tasks. Programmes of
reconstruction have no doubt often been initiated by the
State, but the volume of response from the people has been
massive. In the past, there has generally been a tendency
to look to the authorities for all measures of reform. To-
day, the people themselves are increasingly taking the
initiative in formulation as well as execution of schemes.
A new upsurge of life is sweeping through rural and urban